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Upper Shore Regional Council

Minutes
April 27, 2009
Harris’ Crab House, Grasonville, MD
Chair Roy Crow opened the meeting at 11:15 a.m.

The minutes of December 8, 2008 were approved with no corrections.

A copy of the Treasurer’s report was provided in member packets. Commissioner Billups reported that there have been no further cuts from the Department of Business and Economic Development since the previous fiscal year. Current funding levels from DBED total $98,000. The report showed that there were sufficient reserves to continue business operations through FY10. The report was approved by majority with no corrections.

Director’s Report
Legislation

Mr. Dillman reported that he attended all Rural Delegation and Eastern Shore Delegation meetings during the past session. Mr. Dillman provided testimony against House Bill 1121 (Broadband bill submitted by Delegates Hucker and Feldman) as this proposed the same components currently being accomplished by the Maryland Broadband Cooperative. The bill did not come out of committee. 

Mr. Dillman reported that significant Planning legislation such as Senate Bills 280, 273, 276, 258, and 274 were passed. He stated that he will continue on the same track with Planning initiatives established such as attending the Eastern Shore Land Conservancy Regional Planning Directors’ meeting which have been helpful.
Sustainable Agriculture Committee

Mr. Dillman reported that the Committee recently toured the previous Chestertown Foods plant. He stated that this facility is a good location for an Agriculture processing facility; however, the building is outdated. Mr. Dillman reported that the building has an expensive price tag. He also reported that members of the committee will be touring the Delaware State Commercial Kitchen and will meet with representatives from the Rutgers University Food Incubation Center.
Mr. Dillman reported that the Council has received a MAERDAF grant which is being used for advertising campaign for the Vineyard Management project. He reported that the Council has contracted with Loblolly Productions to create a marketing plan. Loblolly Productions has secured chesapeakewinecountry.com domain name for future marketing of vineyards in the upper shore region. He reported that Loblolly Productions is currently filming vineyard planting, operations and labor for website and marketing campaign material. He also reported that a grant application has been submitted to USDA for grape planting equipment and that preliminary approval has been received.

Broadband

Mr. Dillman reported that broadband meetings have been held in Kent and Cecil counties in the previous weeks. The meetings were to focus on the infrastructure needs of the counties and specific to major business organizations within each county. He reported that a separate meeting will be held in Queen Anne’s County in the future.

Economic Development Administration

Mr. Dillman reported that he met with Dr. Anne Cavalier regarding the USRC obtaining EDA status. He stated that the object would be to develop an Upper Shore Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies Plan (CEDS); however, research should be completed to determine if the upper shore meets the necessary criteria. He stated that he will invite Dr. Cavalier to address the Council in June.

Delmarva Chicken Festival

Ms. Donna Landis-Smith reported on Queen Anne’s County’s progress with the 60th Delmarva Chicken Festival. She stated that volunteers are needed for all areas of the festival especially for the large fry pan. She stated that all proceeds will go back into the community through the various community organizations that will be participating.

Legislative Update

Delegate Smigiel provided the Council with a legislative update from the previous session. He stated that many programs were expanded such as unemployment benefits and Medicaid. He stated that the state budget could be short in the upcoming Fiscal Year and that there will be a challenging session ahead.

Regional Tourism Project

Ms. Bernadette VanPelt and Ms. Barbara Siegert reported on the regional tourism project. The three county tourism directors collaborated on a project that highlighted all of the antique stores within the region. A brochure and map of all the stores has been designed and is currently in production. The brochure and map will be distributed through the State Welcome and Visitors Centers as well as through the upper shore Visitors’ Centers.
Presentation
Eastern Shore Land Conservancy 
Mr. Rob Etgen provided a presentation regarding the Regional Transportation Plan for the Eastern Shore. For specific information regarding the plan, a copy of the presentation can be obtained from the ESLC by contacting Mr. Etgen. 

