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Upper Shore Regional Council

Executive Board Minutes

The Granary Restaurant, Georgetown
December 8, 2008
Chair William Manlove opened the meeting at 7:00pm. Chair Manlove thanked the Council as well as the Council staff for their support during his tenure as Chair and Cecil County Commissioner. Chair Manlove has retired from public office.
The minutes of October 23, 2008 were reviewed and approved with no corrections.

Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer’s Report was prepared and inserted into the packet that members were given. There were no questions regarding the report. 

Director’s Report
A copy of the Director’s report was compiled and inserted into members’ packets. There were no questions regarding the report.
Nominations Committee
Chair William Manlove appointed a Nominations Committee to meet and nominate a slate of officers to serve as the Executive Board of the USRC for calendar year 2009. 

Pursuant to the By-laws of the USRC, the 2009 1st, 2nd and 3rd Vice-Chairs of the Council will be from Queen Anne’s, Cecil, and Kent counties respectively. Therefore, in keeping with the By-laws, the Nominations Committee sets forth and recommends the following slate of Officers for the 2009 Executive Board of the Upper Shore Regional Council:

Chair – Roy Crow – President, Kent County Board of Commissioners

1st Vice Chair – Paul Gunther – Commissioner, Queen Anne’s County 
2nd Vice Chair – Rebecca Demmler – Commissioner, Cecil County 

3rd Vice Chair – William Pickrum – Commissioner, Kent County 

Secretary – Ronald Fithian – Commissioner, Kent County

Treasurer – Courtney Billups – Commissioner, Queen Anne’s County

Legislative representative – Senator E.J. Pipkin*

*The legislative representative shall be chosen by the voting legislative members.

With the nominations being as stated above, the motion was made that the election of new officers take place. All voting members present voted to approve the nominated slate. The new Executive Board will take office with the first Board meeting in 2009.
Presentation
Mr. Joel Dunn from the Conservation Fund gave a presentation on the agency and its programs. Mr. Dunn provided a brief synopsis on the Conservation Fund which is a national organization comprised of five main areas including Hawaii and Alaska. The objective of the Conservation Fund is to protect land and provide education regarding conservation programming.

Mr. Dunn emphasized two projects that specifically impacted the upper shore region. One project was the Captain John Smith project. The Conservation Fund was a main partner with developing the Captain John Smith National Historic Trail. This is the first national historic water trail. The trail covers 3,000 miles and follows the route of Captain John Smith’s explorations along the Chesapeake Bay. The trail will focus on education, conservation and recreational resources.

Mr. Dunn also discussed the Cecil County Green Infrastructure Plan. The Cecil County Commissioners contributed funds to implement a study on land use and green infrastructure. The Green Infrastructure Plan (GI Plan) helped to identify and offer guidance on essential green infrastructure needed to support the county’s present and future growth. The plan also identified opportunities to protect 94% of the county’s wetlands and 75% of the county’s forests. A copy of the report is available on the Conservation Fund’s website at: http://www.conservationfund.org/node/748. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
