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Upper Shore Regional Council

Executive Board Minutes

Wye Branch Manor, Centreville
December 10, 2007
Chair Eric Wargotz opened the meeting at 6:45pm 
The minutes of November 19, 2007 were reviewed and approved with no corrections.

Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer’s Report was prepared and inserted into the packet that members were given. There were no questions regarding the report. 

Director’s Report
A copy of the quarterly report was compiled and inserted into members’ packets. There were no questions regarding the report.
Broadband

Mr. Dillman reported that he met with officials from the University of Maryland Medical System (UMMS) regarding their broadband needs. Mr. Dillman stated that the officials want to have broadband access to connecting all their rural medical facilities with their major metropolitan hospitals. Mr. Dillman also reported that UMMS will become a member of the MdBC to obtain these connections and to reduce their cost of telehealth and tele-medicine programs.  

Vocational Education Center

Mr. Dillman reported that he previously made a presentation to the Queen Anne’s County Economic Development Committee regarding broadband and the USRC’s initiatives including vocational technical education. Mr. Dillman stated that a question was asked regarding Queen Anne’s County’s participation in vocational education. He responded that a meeting was coordinated with three county Superintendents (Kent, Queen Anne’s and Caroline Counties) and Commissioner Wargotz regarding a Regional Vocational Technical school. Mr. Dillman reported that interest has been expressed to incorporate five counties in the Upper and Mid-Shore. He stated that Dr. Stuart Bounds is in the process of coordinating a meeting with those five counties’ Superintendents and representation from the Mid-Shore Regional Council. 
Sustainable Agriculture Committee
The Sustainable Agriculture Committee report was compiled and inserted into members’ packets. There were no questions regarding the report.
Economic Development Committee

The Economic Development Committee report was compiled and inserted into members’ packets. There were no questions regarding the report. 
Nominations Committee

Chair Eric Wargotz, M.D. previously appointed a Nominations Committee to meet and nominate a slate of officers to serve as the Executive Board of the USRC for calendar year 2008. The Committee consisted of the three current Vice-Chairs, President Manlove (Chair), President Crow, and Commissioner Gunther.

Pursuant to the By-laws of the USRC, the 2008 1st, 2nd and 3rd Vice-Chairs of the Council will be from Kent, Queen Anne’s, and Cecil counties respectively. Therefore, in keeping with the By-laws, the Nominations Committee sets forth and recommends the following slate of Officers for the 2008 Executive Board of the Upper Shore Regional Council:

Chair – William Manlove – President, Cecil County Board of Commissioners

1st Vice Chair – Roy Crow – President, Kent County Board of Commissioners

2nd Vice Chair – Paul Gunther – Commissioner, Queen Anne’s County 

3rd Vice Chair – Rebecca Demmler – Commissioner, Cecil County 

Secretary – Mark Guns – Commissioner, Cecil County

Treasurer – Courtney Billups – Commissioner, Queen Anne’s County

Legislative representative – Senator E.J. Pipkin*

*The legislative representative shall be chosen by the voting legislative members.

With the nominations being as stated above, Commissioner Crow made a motion that the election of new officers take place. Commissioner Gunther seconded. All voting members present (8) voted to approve the nominated slate. The Executive Director noted that the vote was three (3) voting members short of the required quorum requirement. The Executive Director will poll missing voting members on the motion. 

Inasmuch as a majority of the membership has voted in favor of the slate, receipt of the motion by the absent voting members will constitute the required quorum and vote. The new Executive Board will take office with the first Board meeting in 2008.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 
