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Upper Shore Regional Council

Sustainable Agriculture Meeting

Minutes

September 24, 2007
Chair William Manlove called the meeting to order at 9:05a.m. 
A motion was made to accept the minutes of August 27, 2007. The motion was approved and the minutes stand as written. 
Agro-tourism Insurance
Commissioner Roy Crow reported on agro-tourism insurance availability to farm owners that are interested in opening their farms for tourism. Commissioner Crow stated that due to the amount of risk to keep insurance affordable, only three major insurance companies are writing policies for farms. Commissioner Crow distributed a questionnaire regarding criteria that insurance companies look for to make judgments on types and availability of coverage. Commissioner Crow stated that based on the questionnaire results the risks that a particular farm may incur is a directly associated with the cost of the insurance premium.
Commissioner Crow gave an example that for a $1 million worth of coverage for a six week period the premium may cost $5,000. He stated that this is a substantial investment and that many smaller farms could not afford this cost. Commissioner Crow stated that a medium-sized operation could expect to pay between $2,000 to $3,000 annually in insurance premiums. He stated that premiums tend to be less expensive if the farm operation is more experience in the agro-tourism market.

Commissioner Crow recommended that an education session be developed regarding agro-tourism insurance to provide interested farm owners with the information. Mr. John Dillman stated that this educational component could be added to the ISO education that will be developed.  Mr. John Hall recommended that this be addressed on a regional basis and partnering with the Mid-Shore region. Some suggested speakers for the farm insurance education session would be Valerie Conway and Ginger Meyers.
Bio-Tech Institute

Commissioner Paul Gunther reported on the Bio-Tech Institute. He stated that the proposed facility would be about 100,000 square feet and employ 80 full-time employees; 50% of the full-time employees would be dedicated to research and education. Commissioner Gunther stated that Queen Anne’s County has started the process to develop a plan for the property near Chesapeake College to accommodate the Bio-Tech Institute. He also reported that Governor Martin O’Malley is interested in moving forward with this project. Commissioner Gunther reported that land will be donated to Chesapeake College to facilitate the start of this project. He stated that the proposed project would be a Technical Education Medical Park that will focus on agriculture-related products.

Commissioner Gunther reported that the Queen Anne’s County Planning Commission is reviewing the project. However, the project review will take place prior to the County’s Master Comprehensive Plan in an effort to move the project forward. Commissioner Gunther stated that Senator Barbara Mikulski has been contacted regarding potential federal funding for the project.

Director’s Report
2020 Legislation
Mr. John Dillman reported that the Rural Maryland Council is anticipating the receipt of $20 million from this legislation. Mr. Dillman stated that he plans to invite RMC Executive Director, Dave Jenkins, to the next Upper Shore Regional Council meeting to give a full explanation on all the components of the legislation. Mr. Dillman also stated that he would like the Committee members to give some thought on how the funds from this legislation can be used through the USRC. Mr. Dillman stated that $2 million may be available through this legislation to the Councils to apply for projects. 

Mr. Dillman stated that the RMC along with the Regional Councils will be lobbying to keep the State budgeted amounts for each Regional Council the same for the upcoming session.
Rural Maryland Summit

Mr. Dillman reported that the Upper Shore Regional Council has nominated the Kent Family Center for the Outstanding Rural Community Development Award.

Mr. Dillman reported that he was responsible for organizing a session at the Rural Summit entitled “The Farmer and the Dell and the Mac and the PC”. He stated that the session will focus on two components:

1. Telemedicine – Dr. Claudia Baquet from the University of Maryland; School of Medicine will focus on the aspects of broadband in the rural areas and the importance of using broadband for telemedicine. Some of the topics discussed will be: how can the health industry use broadband? Or how can the health industry benefit. Another topic for discussion will be telesurgery.

2. Agriculture – Dr. Wei was requested to email various members on his team to assist in presenting the effects of broadband on agriculture.

Mr. Dillman reported that he will also make a presentation on broadband accessibility in the rural areas of Maryland. 

County Updates

Kent County
Mr. Jack Steinmetz reported on Economic Development projects for Kent County. Mr. Steinmetz stated that final site approval for Needum Mushroom has been decided. Needum is an operation that grows portabello mushrooms. Mr. Steinmetz reported that they have decided to locate their facility across from Bramble’s Asphalt Plant in Massey. Mr. Steinmetz reported that the Needum executives want to deal with local farms and farmers in acquiring necessary materials for their mushroom production. Some of these necessary materials are: chicken litter or hay that is not used for animal consumption. Mr. Steinmetz reported that production could start within six months.

Mr. Steinmetz suggested that at the Chamber Agriculture breakfast information about the Needum Mushroom Company be mentioned. 

Cecil County

Ms. Joanne Richart-Young reported that a wine workshop was held at Terrapin Station in which 32 people attended. She stated that there was good regional representation at the workshop. She stated that Cherry Hill Liquors will have Terrapin Station wines for sale at their establishment. She stated that Cherry Hill Liquors is the first outlet for Terrapin Station wines. For more information about Terrapin Station wines, you may visit their site: www.terrapinstationwinery.com. She stated that Terrapin Station may have wines for sale during the Christmas season.
Ms. Richart-Young reported on the Maryland Dinner held at the Granary. She stated that 98% of the products used in the dinner came from farms in Cecil County. Ms. Richart-Young reported that the event was such a success that Cecil County will host the event again on October 23, 2008.
Ms. Richart-Young reported that the Smithsonian Traveling Exhibit through Cecil County ended on Saturday, September 22. She stated that all the events planned around the traveling exhibit went well.
Ms. Richart-Young reported that she will be attending a meeting on October 9, 2007 with Jeremy Sedgewick, Robin Way and Dave Miller to discuss developing a model for agriculture education in the public schools. She stated that this agriculture education model may acquire state approval. 
Queen Anne’s County
Ms. Donna Landis-Smith reported that Queen Anne’s County will hold its Annual Rural Heritage Day on Sunday, September 30, 2007 at the 4H Park on Route 18. The event will be held from 1pm to 4pm.
Ms. Landis-Smith reported that Queen Anne’s County Economic Development and Agriculture will be sponsoring a job fair on October 17, 2007. She stated that currently there will be 18 participants. She also reported that QACTV will run television spots highlighting each business. She also noted that each business is actively seeking employees.

Ms. Landis-Smith reported that on October 29, 2007 Queen Anne’s County will be hosting at tour of senior officials from the Maryland Department of Business and Economic Development. She reported that the tour will accommodate between 50 and 60 attendees. The tour will include various sites in Queen Anne’s County, agriculture businesses, farms, and a restaurant in Kent Narrows.

Ms. Landis-Smith reported that there is a committed interest from Delmarva Poultry Industry to have Queen Anne’s County host the 2009 Chicken Festival. She stated that the County is seeking volunteers to assist with this project. She reported that Faith Elliott-Rossing, Economic Development Manager, will be drafting a letter to DPI and making a formal presentation to the County Commissioners to gain their approval of hosting the event. She stated that the event will be held in either the 2nd or 3rd week of June 2009.

Member Comments

Mr. John Hall reported that there will be a Natural Foods Show in Baltimore on September 26 to September 29, 2007. He reported that he recently attended a Food Show whereby an estimated 600 exhibitors attended the conference. Mr. Hall stated that this was a great place to network. He also reported that there will be a Food Show in March 2008 held in Ocean City.

Mr. Hall suggested the idea that a traveling, educational session be developed which uses speakers representing Maryland’s Best, Agriculture Tourism and Marketing. 

Farm Bill
Mr. Dillman reported that a support letter to Senator Harkin be drafted in support of the Senator’s efforts to expand USDA programs in the 2007 Farm Bill. Chair Manlove stated that he was in agreement with this idea. Mr. Dillman stated that he will ensure that the support letter reach the appropriate source.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:05 a.m., to reconvene at a later date. 
