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Upper Shore Regional Council

Sustainable Agriculture Meeting

Minutes

June 30, 2008
Chair William Manlove called the meeting to order at 9:05a.m. 
Director’s Report

Broadband

Mr. Dillman reported that the USRC would be hosting a special Council meeting on July 24, 2008 pertaining to broadband. He stated that he will be inviting various representatives from Colleges, businesses and information technology departments to help make decisions regarding broadband implementation. Mr. Dillman stated that from these invited guests he will be formulating a Broadband Advisory Board for approval from the Council.
Mr. Dillman also reported that he will appear before the Maryland Board of Public Works on July 3rd to receive final permits for the Maryland Broadband Cooperative pertaining to the environmental issues regarding fiber optic cable installation along Route 50.

Planning Conference

Mr. Dillman reported that the Smart Growth Planning Conference will be held on October 8, 2008 at the Chesapeake Bay Beach Club. He reported that partners for this conference will be Urban Land Institute Delmarva Committee and the Maryland Department of Planning. He stated that the conference committee is anticipating 200 participants and will have breakout sessions regarding various topics related to smart growth principles and application. Mr. Dillman also reported that there will be a roundtable discussion with five cabinet secretaries from Maryland and Delaware to include: Richard Hall, MDP; John Griffin, Maryland DNR; Roger Richardson, MDA as well as the Delaware counterparts of Planning and Natural Resources.
Mr. Dillman reported that Mr. Jim Perdue will be the keynote speaker during the planned awards ceremony. He stated that the USRC has made two nominations for the Smart Growth Awards ceremony. Those nominations are: Principio Furnace Business Park in Cecil County and Radcliffe Mill in Kent County. Mr. Dillman stated that these projects adequately reflect how a business can fit into a rural community while simultaneously taking into account the historical image of the area.

Capital for a Day

Mr. Dillman reported that on June 17th, Chestertown was named Capital for a Day by Governor Martin O’Malley. He stated that the Governor and many cabinet secretaries conducted State business in Chestertown for the day. Mr. Dillman reported that he attended a late afternoon event with Governor O’Malley at Langenfelder’s Farm in Kennedyville as well as the morning event held at Washington College. Mr. Dillman reported that Ms. Carter attended a lunch event held at Washington College with representatives from The Governor’s Office of Community Initiatives.
Legislation

Mr. Dillman reported on Senate Bill 964. He stated that the Maryland Farm Bureau is preparing litigation due to the non-compliance of confidentiality as it pertains to nutrient management plans. There was discussion that plans that are over three years old could be accessible by the public and plans that are under three years old would remain confidential. Mr. Dillman stated that he will verify the validity of this information.
Vineyard Management Company

Mr. Jack Steinmetz reported that he is currently fine-tuning the finance projections received from Mudd Consulting. Mr. Steinmetz is currently working with Mr. Kevin Atticks of the Maryland Wine Association and Ms. Jennie Schmidt representing the Maryland Grape Growers’ Association on assisting with these projections. 
Mr. Steinmetz reported that the VMC project has generated a lot substantial amount of interest. He stated that he recently received a telephone call from a DC doctor interested in formulating a vineyard and had heard about the VMC project. He stated that the doctor had formerly investigated land on the western shore; however, he is starting also to investigate land on the eastern shore. Mr. Steinmetz reported that the potential owner is thinking of installing 30 acres at one time. Mr. Steinmetz also reported that there is still interest from some of the people that attended the Kent County wine seminar in April.
Mr. Steinmetz reported that the final report from Mudd Consulting should be completed soon. The report will include financial projections for starting a vineyard management company and financial projections for those that need vineyard management company assistance. Mr. Steinmetz reported that upon completion the reports can be viewed on the Kent County Economic Development site. He also stated that the financial form will possess the capability of being interactive whereby components can be subtracted to tailor to one’s needs.

Mr. Dillman suggested that a viable promotional tool would be for QACTV to film vineyards in the upper shore region and address the vineyard management company plan. 

Ms. Jennie Schmidt stated that she met with Steve Mudd in Long Island. She stated that a big concern is that the price per ton that Maryland wineries are paying is less than the price per ton paid in Long Island. She stated that smaller operations may not be able to recouperate much of their tonnage if using a vineyard management company. She also stated that the Farm Bill does not allow farmers to take acreage out of production to grow grapes.

Buy Local Challenge

Ms. Jean Austin appeared before the SAC to advise of an upcoming initiative sponsored by Maryland’s Best through the Maryland Department of Agriculture. She stated that July 19 – 27, 2008 has been designated as Buy Local Week throughout Maryland. This program was originally started in Southern Maryland; however, they are urging many counties to participate. Ms. Austin stated that the Kent and Queen Anne’s County Cooperative Extensions will be promoting this at the Kent County Fair on July 17 to 19 and at the Centreville Farmers Market. 
Ms. Austin stated that the goal was to publicize the event heavily in the coming week to maximize participation. The Cooperative Extension will be providing gift certificates to purchase local foods to people that sign up to take the pledge at the County Fair.

Delmarva Chicken Festival

Ms. Debbie Carroll, representing Queen Anne’s County Economic Development, Agriculture and Tourism Office, provided an update on the Delmarva Chicken Festival. Queen Anne’s County will host the festival on June 19 – 20, 2009. Ms. Carroll reported that Mr. Bob McCormick will be the Chair of the Festival Committee. She also stated that the subcommittees will consist of representatives from each County department and the public to have two chairs. Ms. Carroll stated that correspondence will be sent to recruit chair participation. She also reported that a public meeting will be scheduled to recruit Civic organizations to participate as vendors.

Ms. Carroll stated that the focus of the Chicken Festival will be on agriculture. She also requested information from each county regarding press contacts. The Delmarva Poultry Industry will coordinate all press releases and marketing information.

Ms. Carroll stated that promotion will begin at this year’s Queen Anne’s County Fair. She reported that all foods served at the Festival must be chicken. Ms. Carroll stated that the committee is discussing the idea that a percentage of the proceeds made from the Festival may be donated back to the 4H Park. She also reported that Farm Bureau will be operating the large fry pan. The County 4H will host a petting zoo for children to incorporate the Ag education theme.
Chesapeake Fields Farmers

Mr. John Hall reported that the Baltimore Orioles wanted to receive local produce but wanted someone to distribute the produce to them directly. Mr. Hall reported that there have been barriers to obtaining local support of this initiative. He reported that there have been challenges with distribution of the popcorn delivered to the Washington Nationals due to the cost of fuel. He stated that adjustments may be made to continue product distribution.

Mr. Hall reported that he is currently working with the Smith School of Business on behalf of Chesapeake Fields. Mr. Hall reported that he will keep the Committee informed on any progress.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:00 a.m., to reconvene at a later date. 
