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Upper Shore Regional Council

Sustainable Agriculture Meeting

Minutes

June 4, 2007
Chair William Manlove called the meeting to order at 9:25a.m. 
A motion was made to accept the minutes of March 26, 2007 as written. The motion was approved and the minutes stand as written. 
Director’s Report
ISO Certification

Mr. Dillman reported that the audit performed by the Maryland Department of Agriculture to acquire ISO certification has been completed and passed. The State of Maryland is now ISO65 compliant to begin in the 2007 growing season. This compliancy will allow the export of organic products to foreign countries. Mr. Dillman stated that there is a need to inform farmers regarding this certification so that they can put standards in place that will foster compliance.

Mr. Dillman stated there is a necessity to educate farmers regarding compliance; however, funding is necessary to develop the educational component. Mr. Dillman stated that there may be two alternatives for grant for the educational process. He stated that he has communicated with Ms. Deanna Baldwin, MDA regarding information on how to access grants for this process.

Mr. Dillman stated that he still had questions regarding the specifics of the ISO certification. These questions being: where does certification stand with identity preserved and non-genetically modified organic products. Mr. Dillman stated that these answers would need to be provided by MDA.

Mr. Dillman stated that he is in the process of coordinating with the USRC and MDA regarding the transfer of funds received by USRC for the ISO certification audit. Mr. Dillman will contact Secretary Richardson’s office to arrange a press conference to formally present the $10,000 to the MDA. 

Maryland Grape Growers Association Grant
Mr. Dillman reported that a grant proposal was submitted to the Maryland Agricultural and Resource-Based Industry Development Corporation (MARBIDCO) on behalf of the collaborative initiative with the Kent County Department of Economic Development, the Maryland Grape Growers Association, and the USRC Sustainable Agriculture Committee. This grant proposal was submitted to solicit funds to perform a feasibility study and business plan to utilize a vineyard management company for the upper shore region.  The vineyard management company would give farmers or landowners with sufficient land capacity the ability to begin a vineyard by contracting with the management company.

The main focus of this initiative is to precipitate additional wineries in the region. Mr. Dillman reported that Mr. Steinmetz has identified companies in upstate New York that could assist with the project. Ms. Schmidt stated that vines are typically fruitful producers for up to 25 years; however, the vines do not start to become productive for sale until about three years minimum. She also stated that vineyards can be labor intensive; therefore, there would be the need to have a management company oversee business to allow for the farmer to devote maximum time to caring for the vineyard.
Mr. Dillman stated that the requested amount of grant funds was $100,000. He stated that he talked with the Executive Director of MARBIDCO to check on the number of grant proposals submitted. He was informed that the selection committee would be reviewing the proposals in the coming week and a selection would be announced soon thereafter.

Broadband
Mr. Dillman reported that he attending a groundbreaking ceremony in Salisbury on June 2, 2007 at Salisbury University.  He stated that Senator Stolzfus and Delegate Conway were in attendance. Delegate Conway was instrumental in making sure that state funding was secured for the broadband project.  Mr. Dillman reported that nearly 40 people were also in attendance at the groundbreaking. He stated that the ceremony received significant publicity in that a front page article was run in the Salisbury Daily Times on the day prior to the groundbreaking ceremony.

Mr. Dillman reported that a second groundbreaking ceremony is being planned for the upper shore region in late summer or early fall to take place at the Chesapeake Bay Bridge. Mr. Dillman reported that the Bay Bridge will connect to Level 3 cable. He stated that Level 3 cable is the major internet service provider in the world. Mr. Dillman stated that Verizon and Comcast have expressed an interest in joining the Maryland Broadband Cooperative (MdBC) once the Bay Bridge connection has been established.

Mr. Dillman reported that Governor O’Malley has committed $4 million in the upcoming state budget for broadband funding. He also stated that the current administration is continuing to support broadband deployment in the rural regions of the state.

Mr. Dillman reported that Verizon has expressed an interest in touring Cecil County to discuss broadband connectivity. Mr. Dillman stated that he made contact with Mr. Vernon Thompson for dates to facilitate this tour. He stated that potential tour participants would be the Cecil County Commissioners, Mr. Joe Daniels, Verizon representative; engineers and high-level Verizon officials. The proposed tour would visit sites such as: Bainbridge, Principio and any other business parks that may require broadband service.

Smart Growth Planning meeting

Mr. Dillman reported that he recently attending a meeting held by the Maryland Department of Planning with regard to planning issues around the state. Mr. Dillman stated that MDP wants to encourage dialogue between towns and counties. Mr. Dillman stated that in an effort to facilitate this plan, the USRC will partner with the Eastern Shore Land Conservancy (ESLC) and various other planning agencies to host a meeting in the upper shore region. Mr. Dillman stated that this meeting may serve as a segue to the ESLC meeting that is being planned for November 2007. Mr. Dillman stated that potential invitations to the USRC Growth Planning meeting may include Chambers of Commerce, County Planners, Commissioners, Mayors, and Planning Commission chairs. A potential site for the meeting will be the Chesapeake Bay Beach Club in Stevensville.
Presentation

Eastern Shore Land Conservancy (ESLC)

Mr. John Seward reported that that ESLC Conference will be held on November 2, 2007.  He stated that planning for this conference is underway; however, components may be added to address agricultural housing for seasonal workers and discussion on the changes to the right-to-farm ordinances.
Mr. Seward stated that the right-to-farm ordinance suggested changes are: 
1. to address the lack of certain types of processing

2. with respect to beginning or new farmers – ordinance would not take effect until after one year

3. poor water quality and quantity in Dorchester and Talbot counties

4. to address planning for value-added activities such as tourism, etc.

a. is this a liability issue and do the counties have the ability to assist with these issues

5. stream-lining licensing for value-added activities

Mr. Seward stated that currently the planning committee is seeking speakers to address the above topics. He also stated that local products will be incorporated into the conference as much as possible for the meals, etc. He also stated that the planning committee is researching viable locations for the conference. 

Farm Tour

Mr. Seward stated that Chris George, ESLC, suggest that the USRC Farm Tour be incorporated into the Rural Heritage Day held annually in Queen Anne’s County. Mr. Seward stated that the Queen Anne’s County Farm Bureau is hosting a farm tour on Saturday, June 9, 2007. However, the Rural Heritage Day is held in September.

Discussion

Eastern Shore 2010 Agreement

Mr. Seward reported that the 2010 Agreement has been signed and adopted by five of the six proposed counties: Cecil, Kent, Queen Anne’s, Talbot and Caroline. He reported that Dorchester County voted down the agreement; however, the ESLC will be revisiting this issue with Dorchester County. Mr. Seward stated that one obstacle to the agreement was with respect to town growth, more specifically in the town governments understanding that growth should occur in the towns. Another obstacle was getting the towns to cooperate with the counties when it came to planning efforts.

Mr. Seward stated that he hopes the 2010 Agreement will influence discussion between the towns and the counties. He reported that with respect to agricultural preservation, Kent and Caroline counties may reach a goal of 45% in preservation; whereas the other counties may reach a goal of 35% in agriculture preservation.

Maryland Grape Growers Association

Ms. Jennie Schmidt reported on some qualifications to have the designation of Maryland wine. She stated that 80% of the grapes used to make the wine must be grown in Maryland. 

Ms. Schmidt reported on the 2007 MGGA Vineyard Capital Assistance Program. The purpose of this program is to provide a financial incentive for the establishment of new, or the expansion of existing vineyards in Maryland. The objective of this grant program is to increase the volume and quality of Maryland grapes to meet the demand of Maryland wineries.  Ms. Schmidt reported that the grant will provide $2 to $2.50 per vine in reimbursement funds. She also stated that a minimum of one acre and a maximum of three acres must be planted to qualify for the grant funds. Other criteria include: applicant must be a vineyard owner or the co-applicant must make a commitment of five years toward growing grapes. 

Ms. Schmidt stated that specific requirements must be included with the grant application. These requirements can be found at www.marylandgrapes.org/. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:20 a.m., to reconvene at a later date. 
