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Upper Shore Regional Council

Sustainable Agriculture Meeting

Minutes

February 26, 2007
Chair William Manlove called the meeting to order at 9:10am. 
A motion was made to accept the minutes of December 18, 2006 as written. The motion was approved and the minutes stand as written. 
Maryland Grape Growers Association

Ms. Jennie Schmidt, Secretary of the Maryland Grape Growers Association addressed the committee regarding a survey that was completed regarding the inventory of wine acreage in Maryland. Ms. Schmidt provided copies of the survey to all members in attendance. The survey gives statewide acreage percentages by county. Ms. Schmidt stated that the survey includes all vineyards that were considered as commercial vineyards. Ms. Schmidt stated that the definition of a commercial vineyard includes the requirement that grapes were sold to a bonded Maryland winery. Ms. Schmidt stated that the definition of a commercial vineyard may evolve to be based on the number of vines.
Ms. Schmidt stated that on average a vineyard may yield two to eight tons per acre depending on the variety grown. Ms. Schmidt stated that there may be a demand for expansion of commercial vineyards in Maryland. She stated that the Maryland Wine Association is expecting 10 more wineries to come online in the fall. She also reported that southern Maryland is expanding their vineyards and that a winery cooperative may be forming in that region.

Ms. Schmidt reported on HB522 which has the support of the Maryland Wine Association. Ms. Schmidt stated that she contacted Delegate Mary Roe Walkup who is in support of the legislation. Currently legislation allows for 12 special event permits throughout the state. However, the new legislation is asking for an increase in the number of special event permits as farmers’ markets count toward the maximum number of events. Ms. Schmidt stated that the legislation seeks to increase the number to 15 and to eliminate the farmers’ markets inclusion.

Ms. Schmidt reported that there will be a pruning clinic held in Chestertown at Piney Grove Vineyard on Saturday, March 3, 2007 from 9am to 12noon. Piney Grove is the only vineyard in Kent County.

Director’s Report

General Assembly

Mr. Dillman reported that he recently testified at the Rural Maryland Caucus in support of the Rural Maryland Prosperity Investment Fund (2020 Legislation). Mr. Dillman reported that there may be funding in the upcoming fiscal year (FY08). He also stated that he will be compiling a list of projects from the Upper Shore Regional Council (USRC) should funding be approved for the 2020 legislation.
Mr. Dillman reported that he met the new Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, Mr. Roger Richardson. He also mentioned that he met the Deputy Secretary of Agriculture, Mr. Buddy Hance. 

ISO Certification

Mr. Dillman reported that he petitioned the Maryland Department of Agriculture (MDA) to become ISO certified. The certification will allow MDA to provide farmer education regarding certification requirements and procedures. Mr. Dillman has encouraged the MDA to become certified as it will allow for export of non-gmo (genetically modified organic), organic, and IP (identity preserved) products to the European Union and China. Mr. Dillman explained that the certification will incorporated all steps of the process including growing, cleaning, packing, etc. Mr. Dillman stated that the certification is expected to be in place for the 2007 growing season.
Planning

Mr. Dillman mentioned that there may be legislation that would create a regional planning authority. Mr. Dillman stated that the USRC would be opposed to this legislation. However, he stated that should the legislation be passed, the USRC should be the body with the authority. Chair Manlove stated that the Cecil County Board of Commissioners has sent a letter of opposition to the delegation.

Mr. Dillman stated that he would like to organize a meeting between the Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) and the Maryland Municipal League (MML) to discuss common areas and direction in relation to regional planning issues. 
Harvest Directory

Mr. Dillman reported that his goal is to update the Harvest Directory. Mr. Dillman stated that he will be soliciting the assistance of the three Tourism Directors for information. Mr. Dillman reported that Jeremy Rothwell researched farming on the upper eastern shore and composed a report. Mr. Dillman asked member to review the report and to decide on the best purpose to use the information included. Mr. Dillman said that the report could be used for:
1. to updated the Harvest Directory

2. to provide information to residents regarding the importance of agriculture

3. as a tool to educate new residents to the region that purchase properties in agriculture areas (or directly next to farms)

A suggestion was made that information from the Queen Anne’s County directory could be used to update the Upper Shore Harvest Directory. Another inclusion to the US Harvest Directory is for hay sources in the region. 
Broadband

Mr. Dillman reported that there will be a major groundbreaking at Salisbury University in the near future. He reported that approval has been given to bring fiber optic cable across both spans of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge. Mr. Dillman reported that the Maryland Transportation Authority (MdTA) has approved using the same documents to allow fiber on the Bay Bridge to be used to bring fiber optic cable across the Hatem Bridge in Cecil County. Mr. Dillman also reported that as a result of the progress with cable installation and the speed at which the projects is moving that Verizon would like to become a member of the Maryland Broadband Cooperative (MdBC). 

Mr. Dillman reported that all federal and state funding committed for the project has been used in the current fiscal year. However, he stated that a request has been made to allow the FY09 federal funding to be moved to the current year. Mr. Dillman reported that the Department of Business and Economic Development is exploring this opportunity as they are the distributing agency.
New Business

Green Fund Legislation

Mr. Dillman stated that there were significant concerns regarding this legislation that would affect the rural areas of Maryland. A few of the concerns are with regard to the flush tax and funding the 2020 Legislation. There is concern that the Green Fund will not provide the required funding for the 2020 Legislation in the amount of $4 million annually. There are also concerns that the revenues from the flush tax are not being allocated to the rural areas of Maryland. Another concern with the legislation is to ensure that local governments have the ability to retain some of the revenues collected to help fund local initiatives and projects. Mr. Dillman stated that this legislation could also have an impact on the cost of housing in the rural areas. Mr. Dillman stated to the committee that some thought be given to the implication of this legislation on the rural areas and that suggestions be provided to him for further research and follow-up. 
Grants
Mr. Garry Snappinger stated that there is a grant available for the establishment of a hay cooperative within the state. Mr. Snappinger stated that Dr. Lester Vough has information regarding this initiative. He stated that the cooperative will be formed in an effort to increase hay production; however, the cooperative is currently in the formative stage. Mr. Dillman stated that he can provide information regarding the formation of cooperatives if necessary. Mr. Snappinger stated that he will keep the Ag committee informed of the progress.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at to reconvene on Monday, March 26, 2007.
